Reconstruction of scalp defects with exposed bone after surgical treatment of basal cell carcinoma: the use of a bilayer matrix wound dressing.
Treatment of scalp defects after tumor resection or traumatic events is a challenging problem. Large defects with loss of soft tissue down to the bone require complex reconstructive options, including tissue expansion, local and distal scalp flaps, and free split thickness skin graft. Nonetheless, these techniques are often disfiguring and are limited by the relatively poor elasticity and vascularity of scalp tissues after recurrent resection or previous irradiation. Moreover, comorbid conditions among elderly patients often limit anesthetic tolerance and the use of distant flaps. We report a case of a 75-year-old woman with large tissue loss and bone exposure after Mohs micrographic surgery of basal cell carcinoma of the scalp which was successfully rebuilt through the use of a skin substitute. We describe the uncommon use of a bilayer matrix wound dressing as a single procedure option for the management of full-thickness scalp defects with bone exposure.